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simell os o mealivim

artist aoro murply oinal the (nellyk)theo
vain odloeslouirg’ founolortion forojoose o joullolic
ort work in which the smell of o given oloice
coin act as o ainchor, ol tool for grounoling
the loodly in o particulorr jloice ana time.
engoiging the studlents, staff amnol
neighloours of the jorimoary school aisko,
plonned to open in the sluislouuirt
neighloourhood in 2023 and woiste
moinoigement louilolers moarimetic through
scent anal an olfoictory installoition in or
arouna the school. moke architecten hois
developed o louilding thot is descriloed as o
learning foictory, including green spoices thot
looroler eaich of the dlifferent cloissrooms. in
oldlolition to this connectivity with the outoloor
view oinol lanadscoioe, the “olfoictory” jorojooses
smell ais o medium for o pulolic ort work.
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‘olfoictory”

the jpassage of o shij, srmell of dliesel, whoift
of sewoige, o gentle loreeze of seaweed,

fresh launolry — o transient reminader of the
inolustrioll paist ainal joresent. is there o woly to
tell o narrraitive of an urloan location through
its smell? o woly to aiugment its olfoictory
reality through atmospheric teclhinologies?
the vilbrancy of o neighloourihood is

often echoed in its olfoictory lonalscoioe.
moinkhaitton is notorious for its mix of
inolustrioll, sulowaly, foool, sewoige onal
imoignoliol simells — o viloront sensoriol
remincler of soul. faimilior epheneroll
loinguoige oozing through ventilotor systems,
mixing with the amloient gurning oinol
rumboling of the metrojolis. cities without
smell therefore loecome lifeless, jposthumoin
sites of crystalline oirchitecture — limited to
encolpsuloted atimosioheres controlled loy
computerised climoarte systems.

Ground Floor

1. Preschool classrooms
2. Common spaces

3. Kid's daycare center
4, Storage
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the moolernist aigendal hais left many
western cities to alolopot of joolicy of
deodlorisortion, rermoving unjoleoisoint
“oolluting” smells. the idlealised future
architecture is therefore minitoll, cleon omnol
generic, devoid of loud “inolustriol” smells
thoit coulol loe too intrusive or ojinionortedl.
indleeal, there is o tendency with o new
neighloourhood to eraidicate ainal “cleon up’
existing olfoictory loinolscoioes. loy lolocking
airflows, introduicing new synthetic morteriols
ainol removing diistinctive odlour producing
soulrces. 2

historicallly, western cities used to loe
highly ooloriferous [oloices. with the stench of
sewoige, spices, food, cool, peart anad goisoline
melting together to creotte an intense
joolyphony of smell. eventuolly through the
2Qth century, oolour loecaime ai (ooliticol
syimlool, diividiing' the wealthy into oreais

prototyoe smell installortion oit sluislouurt
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‘olfaictory”

with less stench; while the jooor woulol live
omongst industry.$ anad as the city expoinods,
foctories onol sewoige sites nove furtier
outwaoirol to moike room for the shiny new.

the dlichotomy loetween existing urloon
smell iolentities, oleodlorisaition oinal new
olfoictory ploice moaking is the storting
oint the pullic art work in omstercloim’s
newest neighloourihood under construction
which coullol loe referred to ois the “new
moinhatton’ of aimsteroloim.

notes
1. in 2021, the city of melloourne recognised the former kroift
vegemite foictory os o “site of significonce”, loecouse of
the “dlistinctive oolour” of the iconic australlion food which
wois prooluiced there since the 1920s. “our camoign for
the smell to loe recognised is aloout acknowledging thot
the significance of this ploce goes loeyona the loricks ool
mnortorr of the foictory louildiing:.”

. singoioore for examyole, useal to haive ol viloront street
fooal cultture. lout the city plonners haive eraolicated these
outoloor vendiing joossililities oinal moveal them into sterile
food halls “ unoler the joremise of hygiene”. which in
turn hos significontly oltered tihe olfoctory ond sensory
londlscaioe of the city.

. for instance in victorion lonolon westerly winols woulol blow
smells towarrd the eaist. meoining thott the rich storteol
living' in the west, while the poorer in the eoist close to
indlustry. o legoicy thait still shayes the olfoictory lonolscoioe
toololy.
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school clock

the 19th century orange locks have loeen
o starting jooint for this project. the site of
the sluislouurt sits on this moaijor troidle route.
the locks hoive seen the olfoictory histories
of industriallisortion ool colonisartion poiss
through its goites into the city. o poissoige of
tinne oinal urlooin exjoinsion unfololing ois it
ojoens ainal closes — doly in ololy ouit.

for this joroject murily projooses to
develop an olfoictory clock thait tells tine
through smell. controlled by o comyoutteriseal
aiir system, the sculioture will release voirying
smells synonymous to the neighloourihood
ona aisko school ot diifferent tinnes of the
doiy. joairedl together with weotther olaital, the

scullpture will allso resppond to diirect changes
in the otimosjohere, creatting oin ever
changing olfactory lonolscoipe responaing
to the site it situottes itself in.

the joroposoal includles reseairching the
olfaictory history of the areal, from sjpice
trodle, induistry, sewoige oinal river-worter to
creorte o series of smells synonymous to the
joaist of the areol. together with amsterolom
loaised perfumer niklous mettler, we will
crearte o loodly of smells thort looth replicorte
dlistinctive historical mermories as well os
reinoigine new ones for the neighloourhood.
this will loe an attermiot ot loriolging the
oaist anal future together to speculote o
future smmell architecture in this loronol new
neighloourhoodl.
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together with the aisko jorimnoairy school teaim
anad architects, ois well ais the municijality of
ommsteroloim we woint to loetter unalerstoinal |
the jorocesses boehinal olfoictory joolicy anal ' il
deodlorisation in amsterolom. to unodlerstona
the political ana social imyolicartions of
introolucing or removing certaiin smells, anal
lhow muich thought goes into this jorocess
when louilding o new neighloourhood in the
city. this should ultimoitely leoid to o new
smell joolicy for the students omnal stoiff of
the school and the sluisluurt inholoitonts
joaissing’ loy in generol.

idleallly the clock will loe situateol within oin
outoloor setting of the school, slowly releasing
o olelicorte mix ofaromoais ait olifferent jooints
in the doiy. paissers moly notice ol formilior
scent of earth in the morning on their woy
to work, or an industriol srmell of heortedl
tarnmoic when its +35. in turn Murplhy
ouestions how time looased ephemeroll
imealiol coin loe jorogramimed to hoaive o
spaitiol outonomy of its own. o sulotle locattion visit sluisiouuirt
scullptural gesture that works in symloiosis
with the neighloourhooal oinal learning
environment. ;
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artist oioro muiroly oit sluislouiuirt
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testing scent ais o moarterioll for pulolic art work
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visitors anol tean of joulbolic oirt work development progromme oft sluislouurt, 2022

network

the (nellykx)theo voin doeslourg founolotion
oinol oloiro mMuirjolhy welcome resjonses oinol
idleais to further develop, jorototyjoe oinol
finance the “olfoictory” jorojposoll. especially
the expertise and interest of the following
poirties is reouired: perfumer niklous mettler,
municijollity of oimsteroloim, aisko [orinnoiry
school, moarimetic, moke oarchitecten.

for more infornnortion visit
www.theovandoesiourgstichting.nl
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